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- the Treafon-Bill, I-gave my Opinion 
. freely as to its being or not being a 
Contravention of the Treaty of Union, 
and bope, I made that Point clear ;, 1 am now 


T: my laft T entred upon the Debate of 


to examine the. particular ObjeQions I 


have met with againft it, which I ſhall do as 
Impartially as poſſible. - 

The firft I meet with indeed, is rather a 
general than a particular, Fiz. That it is 
putting a Severity upon Scotland, in that 
the Laws againft Treaſon in England have 
fome Hardſhips in their Execution, and ex- 
tend to greaterSeveritic- in puniſhing Trea- 
Jon than thoſe in Scotland. | 

I confeſs, had this been in former Times, 
when our yery Government was Treaſon, 


- 


for Tyranny is the worſt: Treaſon, 1 ſhould: 
have been very loth to have ſaid one Word: - 
to make the Laws ſeverer than they are ; . 
and it is to be noted, that ſince the Revyo- 
lution, ſome of the Cruelties in-the antient 
Laws for Treaſon were rrepeal'd, as parti» - 
cularly in the Law 1. 2. William and Mary, 
Entitled, A& for Regulating Trials in Caſes. 
o Treaſon, wherein the Priſoner is allow'd 
everal Privileges, as baving a Copy of In- 
ditment, and in ſome” Caſes Council af- 
ſign'd him, and a Copy of the Pannel for 
the Jury, and that two Witnefſes to each 
Fatt ſhall be necefſary to convid the Perſon. -. 
of Treaſon, -and the like. But— There.- 
ſeems ſome material Difference, when we. - 


are ſpeaking of a Goyerament Eftabliſh'd 
| upon :: 


' upon Law, and ſupported by Liberty,where 


the Intereft of the Soveraign, and the Pris. 
' vileges of the People go hand-in-hand, and* 


- where the Government is eftabliſh'd upon 
2 Foundation of Law and Right ; in this 
-.Caſe, I muft acknowledge, it ſeems ftrange 
any Body ſhould firuggle for the eaſe of 
Traytors : No Laws can be too ſevere to 
- terrify, and to puniſh Treaſon againſt ſuch 
a Government. 7 

I mighc ſuggeſt here, that it looks, as 
if the People, who are mott likely to com» 
mit the Crime, had ftrugled hard to make 
it as eaſy to themſelves as they could, That 
the Clamour agaioft the Law ſhould be 
raiſed upon the Severity of it—— If there 
are any ObjeQions againſt ' the Juftice of 
it, againſt its confiftency with Right, with 
National Liberty, with the Conſtitution of 
Britain, and the like : More might be ſaid 
to it But to blame the Severiry of 
Laws, againſt thoſe that would ſubvert our 
- Conftitution, overturn our Settlement, 
deftroy our Sqveraign, make void our Pro- 
teftant Succeſſion, and unravel the Revo- 
lution 3. What” can be-too ſevere. for ſuch 
"Crimes, and in ſuch a Government ? 

I begin therefore with the Government, 
againſt whom this'Crime is to be commit- 
red; is it not a Gyvernment founded upon 


Right, form'd as the Canſequence of Na--- 


tional Liberty, and that ſubfifts purely as 
ſach a Government, whoſe very Being con- 
ſifts in, and is kept alive by the Dottrine 
of National Liberty, and can ſub>fifſt no 
longer than the Liberties of the Suhj:&s 
are upheld ? ——— Some People have ſug- 
wefted Zigh Church Principles, and a Tory 
Adminiſtration, as Things, that if ever 
they come-upon us, may be fatal to our 
Liberty, even in this Rejen But do 
ſuch Men lock Þ:ck, have they not ſeen 
that Attzmpt Imoratticarle and Deftrudtivre 


of it fſeif, even in the beginning of this. 


Reign ? The Preſent Governm.2nt 


ftands upon the F:ot of the Revolution, . 


every Att of Government Her Majefty ex- 
ects, every Step the Preivnt Miniftry takes 
in th: Pretent Adminiftratior, every Aa 
of War, or every At of Peace, every 
thing done 39 the State, whether. it be Par- 
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liament, Council, or Convocation, all Re- 
cognize the Revolution——— ANFet their 


7 


5; 
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\ Seal, and give a SauQtion to this Principle 
eſtabliſh'd by the Revolution, That the 


People of Britain have an o—_ Right 
co Limit the Succeffiarr of the Crown. ' 

While the Government ſtands upen this 
Foot, while the Minifiry A& upon this 
Principle they. cannot hurt us : When they 
ceaſe to alt thus, they reverſe and diſown 
the Revolution ; When they diſown the 
Revolutiun, they declare the QUEEN an 
Ulurper, and are Traytors to Her Majeſty's 
Crown and Dignity. 

Thus, upon the Foundation of the Reyo- 
tution the Liberties of the People are ec 
Rabliſh'd -- By Vertue >#f, and Conſe- 
quential to that Liberty, th. QUEEN en- 
Joys the Crown And the Regal Au- 
thority ,is fo li:k'4 with the Principles of 
the SubjeQs Liverty and Safety, that it is 
impoſſible the QUEEN Her (ſelf, or any 
of Her Majefty*. Succeſſors, can ſubvert 
thoſe Liberties,. but that ar the ſame time, 
they. muſt Diſclaim thelr own Right to 
Govern, and own themfelves Tyrants, 
Invaders, and 'urpers. 

Where 1s the Sence of theſe Things gone, 
Gentlemen? You that form'd the Revolu- 
tion, depoſed Tyranny, and ereeda Race 
of D-liverers, and Reftorers of Liberty ta, 
Reign over us, have you forgot huw, and 
up9n what Foot you gave the Crown to 
Queen Mary, and after to Queen ANNE, 
their Father yet alive ,, how you Crown'd 
your De<liverer King WILLIAM, King 
Fames and- his Pofterity, having all the 
Right that Blood, Inheritance. and Suc- 
ccihon could give? ——"Tis plain, the Gus 
vernment we are now” Happy. under is 
your Gift, upon the Principle of Revolu- 
tion Liberty <=——And when ever the Go- 
vernment, or any by its Permiffion, ſhall 
invade that Liberty, they ftah their awn 
Authority, and ſet their Hands toa Charge 
of Treaſon againſt themſelyes. 

While Things ftand thus, IT fear no Tn- 
vaſions of a Tory, Adminiſtration, or a High- 
Flying Miniftry, it ſuch a Misfortuoe ſh utd 


 evcr befall us—— The Moment they enter 
upon the:Publick M:nagement, they muft 
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commence PH 1G $ wo They muſt 
"renounes the Scandul6us) Imfpoftur& of 
Paſſooe- Obedience aud) Non-Refiftarice, Re- 
+ coglize the" Superiority of car Sovera 
Lord THE LAW, acknowledge the Fus 
Divinum of 'the Revolution, and a@ upon 
the new Scheme of the Subje@s Liberty 
—— Tf they do not, they blow them- 
ſelves up, blaft themfelves with 'their own 
Breath, and muſt fall into all poſſible con- 
fuſion, - Self-Enmity, and Self-DeftruQion. 
The Preſent Government then being 
Eftabliſh'd -upon, and twiſted with the 
Pillars of Publick Liberty, and ſecur'd in 
its own Nature, that it can neverdeftroy 
thoſe Liberties, but at the ſame time it 
muft deſtroy it ſelf z It ſeems ſtrange, we 
- ſhould think any Laws too ſeyere, for thoſe 
that ſhall attempt to undermine this Foun- 
dation, ſince the Offence is now, not a- 
© gainſt the Perſon of the Prince, or the 
mere Power of the Scepter, but againſt 
the very Conſtitution of the Kingdom. 
The Caſe of Treaſon in this Age, and 
in the Ages or Reigns paft,is quite alter'd, 
 andtherefore when Iam to open your Eyes 


to the one, I muft repreſent the other to -- 


you, and in diſtinguiſhing this right, a 
great deal of the Pre{cnt Caſe will be 
clear'd up 3 Treaſon was formerly eonſpi- 
ring againſt the Perſon of the Sovereign, 
his Crown and Dignity, and he that di 
that, deſerved Death, 'becauſe the Sove- 
reign was protetied by the Laws ——— 
But now that Sovereign is the ProteQor of 
the Laws alſo, and whoever is Guilty of 
Treaſon now againſt the Sovereign, is a 
Traytor to the Interefts, Liberties, Pro- 
pertics, and Conftitution of the Nation; 
formerly theſe were ſeparated from the In- 
rereft of the Sovereign, now they are inſe- 
parablez Treaſon now cannot be levell'd 
at the Government, but it is leyell'd at the 
ſame time againſt the whole. Interefts of 
the. Governed ; the People that Rival the 
QUEEN, and envy Her Majeſty, Rival 
the Natiop, and envy us our Liberties, as 
they are now eftabliſh'd ; and the Deſign is 
equal againſt the Sovereign, and againſt 
the Conftitution that made Her ſo. 
And this at the ſame' time takes off the 
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"Argunient, which is now grown mighty 
Popular ia the Caſe of this Bill, Viz.) 
| That tho* we have an Excellence QUEEN, 


' whoſe Princiþal Care and Concern, is the 


Jareceft, Safety, Liberty and Proſperity of 
Her SubjeQs, and who makes the Law her 
Rule ; and white we enjoy Her Majeſty's 
Life; we are calic and ſife ; Yet thar 
Time may come, when a King thall ariſe 
who knew not Foſerb, tc. and it behove; 
us to provide againſt that Time— When 
Oppreſhon may be Rampanc again, and to 
eſpouſe Liberty may be Treaſvn- 

'Fo this I anſwer; By the ſame Account 
given above of our Conſtitution, while our 
Princes fiand-upon the Foot of the Revo- 
lution, this cannot bez it is the Efſential 
of the Revolution DoQrine, That the 
Prince muft Rule by Law ——— That the 
Liberty of the Subje& muſt be preſerved 
——— That when it is invaded, you may 
puſl down the Invader, and you muft do 
ſo, or your wil} not be faithful toyour Coun- 
try, your Families, or the great Example 
of thoſe who left the Conftitution in your 
Hands fetled by the Revolution,and handed 
down to you io truſt for your Poſterity. 

Upon the whole, a Government tbus E- 


 fiabliſh'd, thus Founded, thus Fortify'd 


with Law, and Supported by Liberty ; No 
Severity can be too great to treat theſe 


- with, who ſhall appear to be guilty of con» 


triviog its DeftruQion, and therefore this 
Law of Treaſon ſeem to be liable to the 
leaft ObjeQion. 

But after ab, it ſeems to me, and I be- 
lieve, if things were exaQly compar'd toge- 


 ther——— That the making the Laws in 


Scotland the ſame with the Laws in England 
in Caſes of Treaſon, is not encreaſing the 
Severity That,all Things coofider'd, 
rake the Safety of the Subje& in the firſt 
Method, of finding the Bill by Grand Ju- 
ries, excepting Peremptorily againft the 
Juries, the clearneſs of Evidence requir'd, 
and the like ; 1s ſeems co me, 1 ſay, That the 
Criminal will have rather more Advantage 
now' than he had before ; and tho” the Sen- 
tence, when Guilt is prov'd, ſeems barſher, 
yetthe Tryal, the Proof, and every Parc 


of the Proceedings, gives the Priſoner ra- 


ther 


